
 

Swallow Dell Weekly Newsletter 11th 
September 2026 

Autumn Term  

Message from the Headteacher 

It has been wonderful to begin the new academic year with such a positive first full week. 

The school has been full of  enthusiasm and purposeful learning, and it has been a pleasure 

to see children across all year groups settling quickly into their new classes and routines. 

A particular highlight has been welcoming our new Nursery and Reception children. They 

have made a fantastic start to life at Swallow Dell, approaching new experiences with 

confidence, curiosity and enthusiasm. We are incredibly proud of how well they have settled 

and would like to thank parents and carers for their support during this important transition. 



Across the school, classrooms have been busy with learning from the very first day. Staff 

have worked incredibly hard to establish routines, build positive relationships and ensure 

that every child feels happy, safe and ready to learn. The effort and commitment shown by 

both children and staff has been impressive, and it has created a calm and purposeful start 

to the year. 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Mr J Berry, Headteacher 

Dates for the Diary 

September 

Monday 14th - Autumn Term Clubs start 

Thursday 17th - Mental Health Support Team Coffee Morning for Reception parents 

Monday 21st  - PGL Parent Information Evening  

Monday 28th - Year 2 Maths Workshop and Open Classroom 

October 

Friday 2nd  - Occasional Day (School Closed) 

Wednesday 7th - Reception Stay and Play  

Wednesday 14th - Year 1 Phonics/Reading Workshop and Open Classroom  

Wednesday 14th - Year 6 Trip to RAF Hendon 

Thursday 15th - Year 2 Great Fire of London Day 

Sunday 18th - Wednesday 21st - Year 5 PGL Trip Osmington Bay 

Wednesday 21st - Reception to Year 6 Flu Vaccinations (Year 5 will be vaccinated on second 

session) 



Thursday 22nd - Individual/sibling photos  

Friday 23rd - End of Half Term (Normal finish time)  

Weekly Term Time Events: 

Baby & Toddler Group (every Wednesday) 

Other Term Time Events: 

Family Support Worker Coffee Morning every other Friday  

Parent Network Group (for Parents of SEND Children) every other Monday  

Visit our website for the latest term dates 

Attendance 

 

https://www.swallowdell.herts.sch.uk/News/Term-Dates/


Announcements, Notifications and School Events 

 

Mrs C Joyce's Book Review 

Mayowa and the Sea of Worlds  

Mayowa and the Sea of Words is a magical and imaginative adventure that celebrates the 

power of books, emotions and kindness.  In the first book, 10 year old Mayowa discovered 

that she had superpowers; when she jumps onto a book she can harness the emotions from 

inside a book and share them with others.  

 In this eagerly awaited second book, her adventures take her from England to Nigeria, 

where she explores how both her English and Nigerian culture can be used together to help 

those who need her help. Mayowa learns to combine her book jumping with ancient word 

weaving to fight for justice and the environment. 

  



Both books in this series, are two of my favourite books read this year and can both be found 

in our school library.  

Mrs C Joyce, Assistant Headteacher 

 

Secondary School Applications 

 

Please find information from Herts County Council about how to apply for a secondary school 

place for your Year 6 child.  

Applying for a Secondary School Place 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/school-admissions/secondary-and-upper-schools/secondary-and-upper-school-places.aspx


 

Swallow Dell Champions 

Celebrating the achievements of our children who have shown examples of our values: 

Kindness, Respect and Ambition. Well done!  

The Swallow Dell Way Class Champions 🏆 

 

Please keep an eye out for this week's values champions and PE champions in next week's 

newsletter!  

External Notices 

Smartphone usage had a significant impact on children and young people. More information 

can be found here: Smartphone Free Childhood 

https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/


 

Find some top tips for a healthy lunch! 

 

Incredible Years Parenting Programmes 
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