Swallow Dell Weekly Newsletter 18th
September 2026

Autumn Term




Message from the Headteacher

Another great week at Swallow Dell! The children have continued to settle well into their new
classrooms and routines and have been working hard across all areas of their learning.

Reading remains our highest priority. All children will be bringing books home to read and
practise reqularly, and we are grateful for the support families provide with this. Regular reading
at home has a significant impact on children's progress, confidence and enjoyment of books, so
thank you for working with us to develop strong reading habits.

Attendance is also a key priority for the school this year. Every day in school matters, and good
attendance is closely linked to children's achievement, wellbeing and social development. We
will be monitoring attendance closely throughout the year and will work with families where

attendance becomes a concern. Thank you for your support in ensuring your child attends school
every day.

Have a great weekend.

Mr J Berry, Headteacher

Dates for the Diary

September

Monday 21st - PGL Parent Information Evening

Monday 28th - Year 2 Maths Workshop and Open Classroom

October

Friday 2nd - Occasional Day (School Closed)



Wednesday 7th - Reception Stay and Play

Wednesday 14th - Year 1 Phonics/Reading Workshop and Open Classroom

Wednesday 14th - Year 6 Trip to RAF Hendon

Thursday 15th - Year 2 Great Fire of London Day

Sunday 18th - Wednesday 21st - Year 5 PGL Trip Osmington Bay

Wednesday 21st - Reception to Year 6 Flu Vaccinations (Year 5 will be vaccinated on second
session)

Thursday 22nd - Individual/sibling photos

Friday 23rd - End of Half Term (Normal finish time)

November

Monday 2nd - Pupils return to school

Friday 6th - Y6 Prefects selling poppies

Monday 9th - Y6 Prefects selling poppies

Wednesday 11th - Remembrance Day Assembly - Scouts/Guides can wear uniform

Wednesday 11th - Parent/Teacher Consultations (3:30 - 7:00pm)

Thursday 12th - School Closes at 1:15pm

Thursday 12th - Parent/Teacher Consultations (1:30- 5:00pm)

Friday 13th - Children in Need



Weekly Term Time Events:

Baby & Toddler Group (every Wednesday)

Other Term Time Events:

Family Support Worker Coffee Morning every other Friday

Visit our website for the latest term dates

Attendance

Our whole school attendance target is 97%, total attendance last week was 95%.
@Top Classes for Attendance were:
Beech - 99.6%
Sycamore - 99.3%
Silver Birch - 99.2%
Maple - 99.1%

Well Done! @



https://www.swallowdell.herts.sch.uk/News/Term-Dates/

“THIS MORNING, HE
WAS WORRIED ABOUT
SCHOOL... BUT LOOK
AT HIM NOW!”

HM Government

Head to the Education Hub to find out more. m

Announcements, Notifications and School Events

Reception Classes

What a fantastic first full week our Reception children have had! We are so proud of how
brilliantly they have settled into school life and embraced all the exciting opportunities that
Reception has to offer.

The children have been very busy making new friends, exploring the indoor and outdoor
environments and learning our school routines. They have shown such wonderful enthusiasm,
curiosity and bravery as they begin their school journey.

Well done, Reception — you have been amazing! We are so excited to see you continue to learn
and grow over the coming weeks and months!

Miss Kelly, Miss Eaves and the Reception team



Young Carers

If you believe your child could be a Young Carer, please follow the link below to share
information with our school.

Identifying and Supporting Young Carers Form

Mrs C Joyce's Book Review
The House with Chicken Legs Runs Away
This week's book review is the magical sequel to The House with Chicken Legs.

In this book we rejoin Marinka as she travels around the world in her house with chicken legs.
However, one day she begins to feel that something is wrong with her house as little things start
to go wrong and break within the house. That is until, one day, the house breaks apart and the
chicken legs and house shell run away, leaving Marinka along at the top of a mountain. In this
mystical adventure, Marinka and her friends must face danger and riddles to save her house.

This is one of my favorite books that | read over the summer and can be found in our school
library.


https://form.jotform.com/Swallow_Dell/identifying-and-supporting-young-ca
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extrated by Flisa Paganelli
Cover art by Melissa Castrillén

Swallow Dell Champions

Celebrating the achievements of our children who have shown examples of our values: Kindness,
Respect and Ambition. Well done!

Last Week's Swallow Dell Way Class Champions g
Rec Pine - Noah
Rec Chestnut - Rosie
Y1 Beech - Mabel

Y1 Cherry - Sienna B



Y2 Oak - Thomas
Y2 Maple - Cansu
Y3 Silver Birch - Johvan
Y3 Apple - Millie
Y4 Ash - Toby
Y4 Willow - Amari
Y5 Sycamore - Frankie
Y5 Elm - Ada
Y6 Cedar - Harvey
Y6 Poplar - Luke
Rowan Class - Blake
WISH - Noctis
PE Champions Q
Rec Pine - Vivian
Rec Chestnut - Nathanael
Y1 Beech - Eliana
Y1 Cherry - Harrison
Y2 Oak - Elouise

Y2 Maple - Ella



Y3 Silver Birch - Acelin

Y3 Apple - Rheon

Y4 Ash - Rosie

Y4 Willow - Marcell

Y5 Sycamore - Emmy

Y5 EIm - Miruna

Y6 Cedar - Ella

Y6 Poplar - Anna

External Notices

Protective Behaviours Courses

We have five fully funded Supporting Families with Protective Behaviours courses for mumes,
dads and carers starting soon. There are some spaces available on our online and face to face
courses. The courses are funded by HCC for parents and carers who may need some additional
support.

Online:
For Mums, Dads & carers

e Thursday mornings 1 Oct — 26 Nov 9.30am -11.30am

e \Wednesday evenings 30 Sept — 25 Nov 7.00pm — 9.00pm
For Dads & Male carers:

e Thursday evenings 1 Oct — 26 Nov 7.00pm —9.00pm
Face to Face

e Broxbourne — Friday mornings 18 Sept — 20 Nov 9.30am — 11.30am



Hertford - Thursday mornings 24 Sept — 19 Nov 9.30am — 11.30am

Please note that parents and/or their children need to live in Hertfordshire.

These fully funded 8-week term time courses can help with:

Understanding how Feelings, Thoughts and Behaviour link together (including the 3-Part
brain and stress response system)

Understanding what may be influencing their child’s behaviour

Responding to a range of feelings e.g. anger, frustration, anxiety, stress and worry
Improving communication to build better relationships

Building on strengths

Learning strategies to help parents and their family feel safe

To book a place on any of our courses this term please use this link:
https://forms.office.com/e/xx8X4pUcj4
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http://31kv.mj.am/lnk/EAAACUWsW-sAAc8GE_4AAGPfRNMAASHrsUUAJQNBAAPF7ABqpBuAD1RdUK2EQl2LYVVuaYcIqgADm2o/1/4qq4rnU6QKLdyoDB8dMv6g/aHR0cHM6Ly9mb3Jtcy5vZmZpY2UuY29tL2UveHg4WDRwVWNqNA

Parenting when separated for parents
of SEN children - online programme

Parenting while separated Programme

family
lives

Come along to our six-session programme, specifically tailored to help separated parents
navigate the complexities of co-parenting and provide the best possible support for their
SEND child. This is a valuable opportunity to enhance co-parenting skills, support children’s
development and build a strong foundation for the future.

The programme includes:

* Understanding SEN and its impact on
children and family dynamics

» Effective communication skills

* Managing emotions and stress

¢ Collaborative problem solving

e Building a supportive network

« Creating a unified parenting approach

SCAN ME
v

Dates and times

Date: Tuesday 13" and 20" October, 3%,
10" 17" and 24™ November 2026
Time: 9.30am to 1.30am

Date: Wednesday 14" and 21 October, 4™,
1™, 18" and 25" November 2026
Time: 7.00pm to 9.00pm

\This will be delivered online via MS TEAMSJ

For more information or to make a referral, scan the QR
code, email services@coramfamilylives.org.uk or call
0204 522 8700 or 0204 522 8701

We build better family lives together

www.coramfamilylives.org.uk

0 @coramfamilyliveshertsandbeds

Funded by
Hertfordshire

County Council Hiiontatine

Coram Family Lives is registered as a company limited by guarantee in England and Wales No. 3817762. Registered charity No.1077722.
Registered address: Coram Family Lives, Coram Campus, 41 Brunswick Square, London, WCIN 1AZ



Young Carers
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. A FREE fun day for young carers!

Take a break, meet new people and celebrate who you are. ’
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MEET & CHAT GET CREATIVE EXPLORE & RELAX &
DISCOVER HAVE FUN
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WHERE?

READY TO SIGN UP? A}
Complete the registration
form:

Young Carers Celebration
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Half Term Camp

OCTOBER CAMPS 2026

DISCOVER NEW ACTIVITIES THIS OCTOBER!

The timetables below are for this October - we refresh a
holiday so there's always something new to expe
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friends, learnt new skills.
and will not stop talking
about the Robots!

www.nextthing.education Book Now: 01442 873150
www.nextthing.education S

info@nextthing.education
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